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Master Electricians welcomes announcement on foil inspections

Master Electricians Australia today welcomed the announcement by Environment
Minister Peter Garrett that the Federal Government would fund safety inspections on all
houses fitted with foil insulation under the Home Insulation Program.

Master Electricians CEO Malcolm Richards also thanked Mr Garrett for his commitment
that the Commonwealth would fix any safety problems identified by the inspections, and
pursue the installers for the costs of repairs.

“This decision by the Government today will lift a major burden from the minds of
thousands of home owners across Australia,” Mr Richards said.

“More importantly, it will also cut the risk of further electrical deaths associated with the
insulation scheme.

“This is a very good outcome for installers, home owners and any tradespeople who
may need to access the roof spaces of these houses in the future.”

Mr Richards said Master Electricians continued to endorse the Home Insulation
Program, and believed it had the potential to deliver significant energy savings across
Australia.

“This scheme was designed to create employment, and it succeeded in bringing a large
number of new players into the insulation market.

“Unfortunately, we have withess some terrible tragedies as a result of inexperience and
poor safety standards on work sites.

“Since this issue came to light last year, the Government has listened to the concerns
raised by Master Electricians and demonstrated a willingness to act to improve safety.

“Today’s announcement is a continuation of that cooperation, and Master Electricians
stands ready to work with the Government to ensure the safety inspections are
completed quickly.”

Mr Richards urged home owners with foil insulation not to go into their ceilings, but to
wait until the government-funded inspection demonstrated their home was safe.

Master Electricians Australia has spokespersons available for interviews.
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